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For many years, cities throughout the globe have developed ties 
with each other to process and nurture friendship, solidarity, and 
collaboration. These city relationships constitute a mode of governance 
distinct from those of cities that are not involved in such cross-border 
arrangements, with influence that expands far beyond region.

In this light, Global City-Twinning in the Digital Age unveils an analysis 
of intercity relationships both on a global scale and as a global 
phenomenon with digital communication technologies that play key roles 
in upgrading traditional practices, enhancing cross-border cooperation, 
and facilitating the production of digital sister cities. This book analyzes 
the deployment of sister-city formations and operations throughout 
the world with a focus on cities of North America, Latin America, North 
Africa, Europe, and the Mediterranean region. Using a global approach, it 
discusses friendship, entrepreneurship, urban development, cooperative 
management, municipal policy, and digital entanglements. It expands 
the scope of study of sister cities by unveiling the role of immigrants, 
diaspora, and post-diaspora in the making and functioning of the digital 
model of sister cities.

Michel S. Laguerre is Professor of Global Studies and Director for the 
Center of Globalization and Information Technology at the University of 
California, Berkeley.
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