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CORPOREALITIES: 
DISCOURSES OF DISABILITY

Defi nitions of disability underpin fundamental concepts such as normalcy, 
health, bodily integrity, individuality, citizenship, and morality—all terms

that defi ne the essence of what it means to be human. Rarely has disability 
been approached as a constructed category forwarded by social institutions 
seeking to legislate the slippery line that exists between normative biologies 
and deviant bodies. Corporealities identifi es the social phantasms that have 

been projected upon disabled subjects in history and aims to theorize the 
shifting coordinates of disabled identities.
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Diaphanous Bodies
Ability, Disability, and Modernist  
Irish Literature

Diaphanous Bodies examines ability, as a 
category of embodiment and embodied 
experience, and in the process opens up 
a new area of inquiry in the growing field 
of literary disability studies. It argues that 
the construction of ability arises through 
a process of exclusion and forgetting, in 
which the depiction of sensory information 
and epistemological judgment subtly (or 
sometimes un-subtly) elide the fact of 
embodied subjectivity. The result is what 
Colangelo calls “the myth of the diaphanous 
abled body,” a fiction that holds that an abled 
body is one that does not participate in or 
situate experience. The diaphanous abled  
body underwrites the myth that abled and 
disabled constitute two distinct categories 
of being rather than points on a constantly 
shifting continuum.

Jeremy Colangelo is SSHRC Post-doctoral Fellow at 
SUNY Buffalo and Lecturer at King’s University College at  
The University of Western Ontario.

Embodied Archive
Disability in Post-Revolutionary  
Mexican Cultural Production

Weaving between the historical context  
of Mexico’s post-revolutionary period and  
our present-day world, Embodied Archive 
approaches literary and archival documents 
that focus on the way disability is represented 
indirectly through factors that may have 
caused it in the past or may cause it in  
the future, or through perceptions and 
measurements that cannot fully capture it.  
In engaging with these narratives, the book 
proposes an archival encounter, a witnessing  
of past injustices and their implications for  
the disability of our present and future. An 
Open Access ebook has been made possible 
by support from Victoria College at the 
University of Toronto.

Susan Antebi is Associate Professor of Latin 
American Literature at the University of Toronto.

Jeremy Colangelo 
6 x 9, 232 pages, 1 illustration
Hardcover 
9780472132799 • $70.00
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.11677854

Susan Antebi 
6 x 9, 282 pages, 19 illustrations
Paperback 
9780472038503 • $29.95
Open Access: doi.org/10.3998/
mpub.11644714
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Beholding Disability in  
Renaissance England
Beholding Disability uncovers crucial 
counterdiscourses circulating in the English 
Renaissance that opposed cultural fantasies 
of ability and had a keen sensibility toward 
non-normative embodiments. Hobgood 
reads impairments as varied as epilepsy, 
stuttering, disfigurement, deafness, chronic 
pain, blindness, and castration in order to 
understand not just powerful fictions of  
ability present during the Renaissance but  
also the somewhat paradoxical, surprising 
ways these ableist ideals provided creative 
fodder for many Renaissance writers and 
thinkers. Ultimately, Beholding Disability  
asks us to reconsider what we think we  
know about being human both in early 
modernity, and today.

Allison P. Hobgood is an Affiliated Scholar at 
Willamette University. 

Allison Hobgood 
6 x 9, 282 pages, 3 illustrations
Hardcover 
9780472132362 • $70.00
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.11741095

Autistic Disturbances
Theorizing Autism Poetics from  
the DSM to Robinson Crusoe

Autistic Disturbances reveals the ways 
interpreters have failed to register the real 
creative valence of autistic language and offers 
a theoretical framework for understanding the 
distinctive aesthetics of autistic rhetoric and 
semiotics. Reinterpreting characteristic autistic 
verbal practices such as repetition in the 
context of a more widely respected literary 
canon, Julia Miele Rodas argues that autistic 
language is actually an essential part of 
mainstream literary aesthetics, visible in poetry 
by Walt Whitman and Gertrude Stein, in novels 
by Charlotte Brontë and Daniel Defoe, in life 
writing by Andy Warhol, and even in writing  
by figures from popular culture. 

Julia Miele Rodas is Professor of English, Bronx 
Community College, CUNY.

Julia Rodas 
6 x 9, 248 pages, 1 illustration
Hardcover 
9780472073948 • $75.00
Paperback 
9780472053940 • $29.95
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9365350
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Blindness Through  
the Looking Glass
The Performance of Blindness, 
Gender, and the Sensory Body

Challenges the dominance of 
visuality in understanding gender, 
social performance, and culture

The Matter of Disability
Materiality, Biopolitics, Crip Affect

Breaks new ground by exploring  
the limits and transformations of 
the social model of disability

Gili Hammer 
6 x 9, 220 pages 
Hardcover 9780472074280 • $85.00 
Paperback 9780472054282 • $32.50 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9271356

David T. Michell, Susan Antebi,  
and Sharon L. Snyder, Editors 
6 x 9, 296 pages, 16 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472074112 • $85.00 
Paperback 9780472054114 • $34.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9365129

HandiLand
The Crippest Place on Earth

Spotlights the heroes and  
heroines with disabilities in  
youth literature as it also imagines 
an ideal society for them

Vitality Politics
Health, Debility, and the  
Limits of Black Emancipation

Traces the slow violence enacted  
on Black people in the U.S. through 
the politicization of health. 

Elizabeth A. Wheeler 
6 x 9, 274 pages, 16 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472074204 • $80.00 
Paperback 9780472054206 • $34.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9533468

Stephen Knadler 
6 x 9, 312 pages, 7 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472074181 • $90.00 
Paperback 9780472054183 • $34.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.10043782
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A History of Disability
A classic book that attempts to 
provide a framework for analyzing 
disability through the ages

American Lobotomy
A Rhetorical History

Traces how the meanings of a 
barbaric surgery emerged, accrued, 
and transformed within medicine 
and public culture in the U.S.

Henri-Jacques Stiker 
6 x 9, 278 pages 
Paperback 9780472037810 • $29.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.11575987

Jennell Johnson 
6 x 9, 240 pages, 6 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472119448 • $55.00 
Paperback 9780472036653 • $26.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.4664873

Stumbling Blocks  
Before the Blind
Medieval Constructions  
of a Disability

Early attitudes toward blindness 
in France and England, and the 
light those responses shed on 
contemporary attitudes toward 
disability

Monstrous Kinds
Body, Space, and Narrative  
in Renaissance Representations  
of Disability

Elucidates how Renaissance writers 
used monstrosity to imagine what 
we now call disability

Edward Wheatley 
6 x 9, 298 pages, 3 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472117208 • $80.00 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.915892

Elizabeth B. Bearden 
6 x 9, 284 pages, 17 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472131129 • $75.00 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.10014355
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Sex, Identity, Aesthetics
The Work of Tobin Siebers 
 and Disability Studies

The late Tobin Siebers was a pioneer of,  
and one of the most prominent thinkers in,  
the field of disability studies. His scholarly 
publications on sexual and intimate affiliations, 
the connections between structural location 
and coalitional politics, and the creative arts 
have shaped disability studies and continue to 
be widely cited. This book uses Siebers’ work as 
a launchpad for thinking about contemporary 
disability studies. The editors provide an 
overview of Siebers’ research to show how it 
has contributed to humanistic understandings 
of ability and disability along three key axes: 
sex, identity, and aesthetics. An open-access 
edition has been made possible by support 
from Indiana University. 

Jina B. Kim is Assistant Professor of English and the 
Study of Women and Gender at Smith College; 
Joshua Kupetz is a Lecturer in the Department of 
English Language and Literature at the University of 
Michigan; Crystal Yin Lie is Assistant Professor of 
Comparative World Literature at California State 
University, Long Beach; Cynthia Wu is Associate Professor of Gender  
Studies and Asian American Studies at Indiana University.

Jina Kim, Joshua Kupetz, 
Crystal Yin Lie, and Cynthia Wu 
6 x 9, 192 pages
Paperback 
9780472038497 • $19.95
Open Access: doi.org/10.3998/
mpub.11769364

Germinal titles by Tobin Siebers:

Disability Theory 
6 x 9, 240 pages, 4 illustrations
Hardcover 9780472070398 • $80.00
Paperback 9780472050390 • $26.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.309723
“Magisterially written, thoroughly 
researched, and polemically powerful. It 
will be controversial in a number of areas 
and will probably ruffle feathers both in 
disability studies as well as in realms of 
cultural theory. And that’s all to the good.” 
— Michael Davidson, University of 
California, San Diego

Disability Aesthetics 
6 x 9, 192 pages, 61 illustrations
Hardcover 9780472071005 • $75.00
Paperback 9780472051007 • $26.95
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.1134097
“Takes the project of theorizing disability’s 
role in art across the ages to a new level... 
The book will be especially useful to art 
historians and critics but also to anyone 
interested in matters of aesthetics in any 
conceivable medium, period, or genre.”  
— Disability Studies Quarterly

The annual Tobin Siebers Prize for Disability Studies in the Humanities  
is awarded yearly for the best book-length manuscript on a topic of pressing 
urgency in the field. Winners receive a cash prize and a book contract from 
the University of Michigan Press to be published in the Corporealities series.

Learn more about the prize and our publications in disability studies at 
publishing.umich.edu/understanding-disability.
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Julia Eklund Koza 
6 x 9, 800 pages 
Hardcover 9780472132607 • $90.00 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.11865737

Concerto for the Left Hand
Disability and the Defamilar Body

Probes questions of disability and 
aesthetics across a range of art 
forms, from Deaf poetry to film noir

Michael Davidson 
6 x 9, 304 pages, 16 illustrations 
Paperback 9780472050338 • $29.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.286540

Shakin’ All Over
Popular Music and Disability

A groundbreaking study of the 
intersection of popular music and 
disability

Just Vibrations
The Purpose of Sounding Good

An urgently needed look at the 
ethical stakes of contemporary 
musical life and musical scholarship

George McKay 
6 x 9, 242 pages, 33 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472072095 • $80.00 
Paperback 9780472052097 • $38.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.3802891

William Cheng 
6 x 9, 180 pages, 17 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073252 • $40.00
Paperback 97804720535254 • $24.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9293551

“Destined to Fail”
Carl Seashore’s World of Eugenics, 
Psychology, Education, and Music

How eugenics became a keystone  
of modern educational policy
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Narrative Prosthesis
Disability and the  
Dependencies of Discourse

Reveals how depictions of  
disability in fiction serve an  
essential narrative function

Maren Tova Linett 
6 x 9, 268 pages, 3 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073313 • $85.00 
Paperback 9780472053315 • $34.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.8432101

David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder 
6 x 9, 232 pages, 10 illustrations 
Paperback 9780472067480 • $29.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.11523

The Measure of Manliness
Disability and Masculinity  
in the Mid-Victorian Novel

Sheds new light on the narrative 
importance of the disabled man  
in Victorian literature and culture

The End of Normal
Identity in a Biocultural Era

Provocative essays that challenge 
notions of the “normal” in the 
twenty-first century

Karen Bourrier 
6 x 9, 184 pages 
Hardcover 9780472072484 • $65.00 
Paperback 9780472052486 • $35.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.7499689

Lennard J. Davis 
6 x 9, 168 pages, 1 illustration 
Hardcover 9780472072026 • $75.00 
Paperback 9780472052028 • $30.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.5608008

Bodies of Modernism
Physical Disability in  
Transatlantic Modernist Literature

Reveals the links, both positive and 
negative, between disabled bodies 
and aspects of modernism and 
modernity through readings of  
a wide range of literary texts



Svenja Goltermann 
6 x 9, 436 pages 
Hardcover 9780472118977 • $80.00 
Paperback 9780472038459 • $34.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.4586890

Disability in Twentieth-
Century German Culture
Investigates disability in Germany, 
from the Weimar Republic to 
present-day reunified Germany

Carol Poore 
6 x 9, 432 pages, 30 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472115952 • $90.00 
Paperback 9780472033812 • $27.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.223254

Portraits of Violence
War and the Aesthetics 
of Disfigurement

Investigates the artistic, medical,  
and journalistic responses to facial 
injury in WWI

Disabled Veterans in History
Enlarged and Revised Edition

The history of disabled veterans, 
from Ancient Greece to the conflict 
in Afghanistan

Suzannah Biernoff 
6 x 9, 224 pages, 56 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472130290 • $70.00 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.7132138

David A. Gerber, Editor 
6 x 9, 410 pages, 2 drawings,  
8 B&W photographs 
Paperback 9780472035083 • $36.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.3874458

The War in Their Minds
German Soldiers and Their  
Violent Pasts in West Germany

Explores the psychic afflictions  
of German soldiers returning  
from WWII
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Simi Linton 
6 x 9, 256 pages 
Hardcover 9780472115396 • $35.00 
Paperback 9780472032365 • $23.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.164083

Affect, Animals, and Autists
Feeling Around the Edges  
of the Human in Performance

Explores the emotional responses 
of audiences to neurodiverse 
characters and non-human  
animals on stage

Marla Carlson 
6 x 9, 274 pages, 15 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073825 • $75.00 
Paperback 9780472053827 • $29.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9209652

Victorian Bestseller
The Life of Dinah Craik

Combining extensive archival work 
with scholarship in the ethics of  
care, the author explores a life 
marked by experiences of mental 
and physical disability

Signifying Bodies
Disability in Contemporary  
Life Writing

Sheds new light on the memoir 
boom by asking: Is the genre 
basically about disability?

Karen Bourrier 
6 x 9, 362 pages, 24 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472131389 • $85.00 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9945732

G. Thomas Couser 
6 x 9, 216 pages, 5 illustrations 
Paperback 9780472050697 • $30.95
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.915367

My Body Politic
A Memoir

An irreverent memoir of one 
woman’s personal and political 
journey from 1960s counterculture 
to disability activism

10
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Foucault and Feminist 
Philosophy of Disability
Addresses misrepresentations of 
Foucault’s work within feminist 
philosophy and disability studies

David T. Michell with  
Sharon L. Snyder 
6 x 9, 288 pages, 15 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472072712 • $80.00 
Paperback 9780472052714 • $32.95 
doi.org/10.3998mpub.7331366

Shelley L. Tremain 
6 x 9, 258 pages 
Hardcover 9780472073733 • $75.00 
Paperback 9780472053735 • $29.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.8504605

War on Autism
On the Cultural Logic  
of Normative Violence

Challenges the discourses of autism 
awareness campaigns for the “logic 
of violence” they often conceal

Foucault and the 
Government of Disability
Enlarged and Revised Edition

Considers the continued relevance 
of Foucault to disability studies, as 
well as the growing significance of 
disability studies to understandings 
of Foucault

Anne McGuire 
6 x 9, 274 pages, 13 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073122 • $85.00 
Paperback 9780472053124 • $39.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.7784427

Shelley Tremain, Editor 
6.125 x 9.25, 440 pages, 1 diagram 
Paperback 9780472036387 • $35.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.8265343

The Biopolitics of Disability
Neoliberalism, Ablenationalism, 
and Peripheral Embodiment

Theorizing the role of disabled 
subjects in global consumer culture 
and the emergence of alternative 
crip/queer subjectivities

11
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Mad at School
Rhetorics of Mental Disability 
 and Academic Life

Mad at School is the first book to  
use a disability-studies perspective  
to focus on the ways that mental 
disabilities impact academic culture  
at institutions of higher education. 
Individual chapters examine the 
language used to denote mental 
disability; the role of “participation”  
and “presence” in student learning;  
the role of “collegiality” in faculty work; 
the controversy over “security” and  
free speech that has arisen in the wake 
of recent school shootings; and the 
marginalized status of independent 
scholars with mental disabilities.

“The book is a must-read, with  
appeal for both general academic  
and disability studies audiences,  
and is designed to have maximum  
impact within university culture. The 
readability of Price’s prose makes hers 
an important book to put in the hands 
of university administrators and 
teachers of all stripes.” — Disability 
Studies Quarterly

Margaret Price  
is Associate 
Professor of 
English at The 
Ohio State 
University.

Margaret Price 
6 x 9, 294 pages, 11 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472071388 • $80.00 
Paperback 9780472051380 • $30.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.1612837

Academic Ableism
Disability and Higher Education

The ethic of universities and colleges 
encourages students and teachers 
alike to accentuate ability, valorize 
perfection, and stigmatize anything 
that hints at intellectual, mental, or 
physical weakness, even as we gesture 
toward the value of diversity and 
innovation. For too long, disability  
has been positioned as a distraction,  
a drain, a problem to be solved. 
Examining everything from campus 
accommodation processes, to 
architecture, to popular films about 
college life, Dolmage demonstrates 
that building more inclusive schools 
allows better education for all. Open 
Access ebook and audiobook versions 
are available, thanks to the Arts Research 
Office at the University of Waterloo.

Jay Timothy 
Dolmage is 
Professor of 
English at the 
University of 
Waterloo.

Jay Timothy Dolmage 
6 x 9, 254 pages, 6 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073719 • $50.00 
Paperback 9780472053711 • $24.95 
Open Access:  
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9708722 
Free Audiobook - listen on  
Audible.com 9780472003662

Also of interest:

Negotiating Disability: Disability  
and Higher Education 
Stephanie L. Kerschbaum, Laura T. 
Eisenman, and James M. Jones, Editors 
6 x 9, 400 pages, 9 illustrations 
Hardcover 9780472073702 • $90.00 
Paperback 9780472053704 • $44.95 
doi.org/10.3998/mpub.942690212


