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Before Oprah, there was Hazel Scott
Child prodigy, pianist, television star, Congressman’s wife: Scott was an international star
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In this fascinating biography, new in paperback, Karen Chilton traces the brilliant arc of the gifted and audacious pianist Hazel Scott from international stardom to ultimate obscurity. 

A child prodigy in the 1920s, Scott had swift career success as a pianist—she auditioned at the prestigious Juilliard School when she was only eight years old, hosted her own radio show, and shared the bill at the Roseland Ballroom with the Count Basie Orchestra at fifteen. She would later become one of the first black women to host her own television show, and she married the controversial black congressman from Harlem, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.

Hazel Scott also became known for her outspoken advocacy of civil rights and her refusal to play before segregated audiences. Her relentless crusade on behalf of African Americans, women, and artists made her the target of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) during the McCarthy era. In this first biography of an important but overlooked African American pianist, singer, actor, and activist, Hazel Scott's contributions are finally recognized.

For a full press kit, visit www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews or for a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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