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New book describes life on board Great Lakes freighters
Nelson “Mickey” Haydamacker recalls his daily life and work on an ore freighter in Deckhand

Deckhand
Life on Freighters of the Great Lakes

by Nelson “Mickey” Haydamacker with Alan D. Millar
Paper: 978-0-472-03325-6/ $18.95
Publication Date: 2009

They pass by residents of Great Lakes states every day, but most people have no idea what it takes to make a freshwater freighter run. Mickey Haydamacker does; he was a deckhand on a Great Lakes ore freighter that ran the Soo Locks in the early 1960s, and he describes that experience in his new book, Deckhand.
Haydamacker offers a rare glimpse on board the ships, both the daily grind of mundane duties (repainting and soogeying, cleaning off dirt and grime) and the high adventure of the lakes (ice jams, near drowning and rowdy port calls). In clear, strong prose, he allows readers to feel the crunch of the ice, the swoosh of the “bosun’s chair” (essentially a swing that was used to lower deckhands to the shore for duty in the locks), and the weight of the giant anchor chains that race into the water.

In addition to the detailed descriptions of daily life on the freighters, Deckhand includes color photographs of happenings on board. You can see high-resolution examples of those photographs (available for publication), a high-resolution cover image, and more information about the book and author at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits.
For author interviews, review copies, or more information, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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