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New book tracks the history of symphonic jazz
Ellington Uptown explores the unique period where classical music and jazz crossed paths
The birth of symphonic jazz marked a rare moment: the mingling of classical music and jazz, black and white, musicals and war, a trend that started with black ragtime orchestras in the teens and ended with white dance bands in the 20s. Ellington Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P. Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz, new from the University of Michigan Press, walks readers through this innovative time in musical history
Author John Howland focuses on the music of Duke Ellington and James P. Johnson, uncovering compositions that have usually fallen in the cracks between concert music and jazz. He does more than just analyze their music: Howland puts it into perspective, drawing parallels between it and everything from Broadway musicals to interwar radio programs.

He also shows the legacy that led to concert jazz: older Harlem musicians like Will Marion Cook, Will Vodery, W.C. Handy, and James Reese Europe broke the ground in New York for black musicians, then became mentors to younger musicians rising in the cultural hotbed they had created. It fueled Johnson and Ellington’s ambitions to use the success of Harlem’s white-oriented entertainment trade as a way to establish a black concert tradition based on Harlem jazz.

A full press kit for Ellington Uptown is posted at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits, including extensive high-resolution historical photos, author and book information, and a collection of sound clips from compositions selected by the author as representative of important points in the book (including one exclusive clip from the Johnson estate that has never been released). For additional information, review copies, interview requests or other help, contact Heather Newman (below).
Ellington Uptown is 392 pages and available now in hardcover (ISBN 978-0-472-11605-8, $75.00) and paperback (ISBN 978-0-472-03316-4, $28.95).
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