Biography of author Susan Messer
Susan Messer has had fiction and nonfiction published in many literary magazines: Glimmer Train Stories, North American Review, Colorado Review, Creative Nonfiction, Fourth Genre, Another Chicago Magazine, killingthebuddha.com, Lost, the Chicago Reader, and others.

She has won awards including an Illinois Arts Council Fellowship in prose and an Illinois Arts Council literary award for creative nonfiction. She has received prizes in Chicago Public Radio’s Stories on Stage competition, Chicago’s Guild Complex Prose series, Glimmer Train’s short fiction competitions, and the Jewish Cultural Writing Competition of the Center for Yiddish Culture. Messer’s short story “Remnants, Like Dust in Pocket Seams” won first prize in Moment magazine’s short fiction competition, judged by Judy Budnitz, and became the basis for her novel Grand River and Joy.
Messer is a self-employed editor and writer who lives in Oak Park, Ill. Her clients include major publishers such as McGraw-Hill, Pearson, Prentice Hall, and University of Chicago Press. She has edited hundreds of books and articles, and taught several editing courses.
