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Last work by one of America’s most candid, disarming poets
Reginald Shepherd was a finalist for a National Book Critics Circle Award for commentary
A Martian Muse
Further Essays on Identity, Politics, and the Freedom of Poetry

by Reginald Shepherd
edited and with an introduction by Robert Philen
Cloth: 978-0-472-07097-8/ $60    Paper: 978-0-472-05097-0/ $21.95
Publication Date: April 2010
Reginald Shepherd’s most recent collection of essays on poetry was a finalist for the 2009 National Book Critics Circle Award, and combined everything from Transformers to poverty in an autobiographical triumph.
A Martian Muse is his final collection, begun before his tragic death to cancer last fall, and completed by his partner. Shepherd’s accessible writing belies his deep intellectual and emotional connection to poetry as a medium, and this collection allows him to speak his mind about the craft he loved.

A Martian Muse stands as a final monument to a master in the genre, but is also a readable, important work in its own right. It is a guide and a muse for anyone interested in or attempting the creation of poetry.
A Martian Muse will be available for $21.95 in paperback. For interviews with the author, book cover art, an author photo, an author biography or other information, please contact Heather Newman (below). A full press kit is posted at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. 
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