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It’s smart, it’s sharp, and it’s based in Wisconsin.

Debra Spark’s book is Good for the Jews
New in paperback, the novel follows a Jewish family in Madison, tracing the way powerful men and the women who love them navigate the bureaucracies of the day
Good for the Jews
by Debra Spark
Paper: 978-0-472-03450-5 / $16
Cloth: 978-0-472-11711-6 / $24
Publication Date: October 2010 paper, October 2009 cloth
Chosen as one of five nominees for ForeWord Magazine’s 2010 Book of the Year Award

“Spark is at her sly, funny, and cutting best in her third novel, a clever and affecting variation on the biblical story of Esther.”
—Booklist
“Spark’s prose is tight, funny, insightful and occasionally heartbreaking as it probes the current education system, the arts and society’s ills.”
—Publishers Weekly
“. . . a smart, sprightly, sex-drenched, and neatly plotted novel . . .”
—Alan Cheuse, National Public Radio and the Chicago Tribune
Debra Spark’s novel, Good for the Jews, focuses on three families in Madison, Wis., over the course of about a year in the mid-2000s. Alex, a school superintendent, his ex-wife Valerie, and their teenage son Doug make up one group; Ellen and her cousin Mose, a teacher at the school, are another; and Hyman, the school principal, and his wife Martha are the third.
In a sometimes-funny, sometimes-dramatic tale, the three families clash over anti-Semitic discrimination and interweaving romantic relationships. Hyman may be discriminating against Mose, a Jew; Ellen is involved with Alex. In one sense, the story is a loose retelling of the Book of Esther from the Bible; in another, it’s a thoroughly modern tale of life for Jewish families in the Midwest. 

Debra Spark is the author of Coconuts for the Saint, which received a starred review in Publishers Weekly, as well as the editor of the groundbreaking anthology Twenty Under Thirty, which first introduced readers to some of today’s best-known writers, including Ann Patchett, Bret Loot, and Lorrie Moore. She’s been a fellow at Radcliffe College’s Bunting Institute, as well as a recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts Award.
For a cover image, author photo, author biography or more information, please see the press kit at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews with Debra Spark or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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