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Bill Talen’s “Reverend Billy” the subject of new book
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Reverend Billy, the revivalist preacher created by performance artist Bill Talen, has attracted an international following as he has railed in white suit and clerical collar against the evils of excessive consumerism and corporate irresponsibility. In his early solo performances in Times Square he delivered sermons by megaphone against Starbucks and the Disney Store; as his message and popularity spread, he’s been joined by a 35-member choir (The Life After Shopping Gospel Choir) and a 7-piece band. The group’s acclaimed stage show and media appearances (including a major motion picture, What Would Jesus Buy?) have reached millions. 

The Reverend Billy Project presents texts and backstage accounts of recent performance-actions by Reverend Billy and the troupe’s director, Savitri D, recounting their exploits on three continents in vivid narratives that are engaging, shrewdly analytical, and often side-splittingly funny. Also included are an introduction by journalist Alisa Solomon and her engaging interview with Bill and Savitri about their work. We watch as the group plans invisible theater interventions in Starbucks, a mermaid hunger strike to thwart gentrification plans for Coney Island, and an extended effort to preserve the public nature of New York’s Union Square. We follow them to an action camp in Iceland, a thwarted performance in Buenos Aires, a flop of a show redeemed by a successful impromptu demonstration in a Berlin shopping mall. As thoughtful as they are funny and inventive, Reverend Billy and Savitri D’s story-essays bring to life a playful yet sincere new form of political theater. At a time when such direct activism is easily sneered at and dismissed, when political protest often feels pointless and demoralizing, and when much radical theater seems trapped in moribund forms, Reverend Billy proposes a new way of thinking through the relationship between commitment and performance. 
Reverend Billy and the Church of Life After Shopping have been featured in a wide range of contemporary media, including some unlikely places: the Wall Street Journal, CNN Money, Fox News, and even Glenn Beck. More than a thousand homemade movies of Reverend Billy have been posted on YouTube by the old-time faithful, and the project maintains a website, Facebook page, Twitter feed, and a regular email bulletin that goes out to some thirty thousand subscribers. 
For a full press kit, visit www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
###

Press contact:

Heather Newman, Trade Marketing Manager, 734-615-6477, newmanh@umich.edu






