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New book describes how the changing nature of America itself led to President Obama’s election
Our evolving definitions of family, religion, race, and our own self-identity as a nation combined to conclusively end the Reagan Era and usher in the new presidency, author writes
Barack Obama’s America
How New Conceptions of Race, Family, and Religion Ended the Reagan Era
by John Kenneth White
Cloth: 978-0-472-11450-4/ $75.00
Paper: 978-0-472-03391-1/ $27.95

Publication Date: September 2009
 President Barack Obama’s election didn’t just mark a shift in racial attitudes in this country, author John Kenneth White writes in Barack Obama’s America. It was the direct result of changes in who we are as a nation: the changing face of our own families, religious observances, racial makeup and other social factors.
President Ronald Reagan in the 1980s symbolized where we were coming from: a 1950s and 1960s America that was largely white and suburban, with married couples and kids at home, who attended church more often than not.

We’re a very different nation now. Whites will be a minority by mid-century. Marriage is at an all-time low. Gay marriages and civil unions are redefining what it means to be a family. And organized religions are suffering, even as Americans continue to think of themselves as a religious people.

White puts together a compelling picture of the changes in America using social science reports, Census data, books and articles about the culture wars, popular culture, journalism, and observations from his own family life. This is not just a story about politics or these two presidencies: it’s a description of the changes going on in our country, our neighborhoods and our own lives every day.
Barack Obama’s America will be available for $27.95 in paperback. For more information, please contact Heather Newman (above).
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