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Abdera, 95, 97, 114, 125

Acragas, 31-32, 157n. 47. See also
Empedocles

Acron, 32, 161n. 78

Aeschylus, 13, 27-28, 49

Against the Sophists (Demetrius of
Troezen), 48

Amatores, 96

Anaxagoras, 70, 95, 110, 169nn. 47, 48.
See also Democritus: feud, student/
teacher; Empedocles: student/teacher

Anaxamines, 111, 174n. 104

Anaximander, 23, 24

Ancient Medicine, 39

Anecdotes. See Philosophical biography

Antisthenes, 60, 105, 111, 114, 164n. 4

Apollo, hymn to, 37-39, 160n. 71

Apollodorus, Chronology, 14, 95

Archilochus, 61, 63

Aristippus, 30-31, 100
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Aristophanes, 69, 135
Aristotle, 7, 14, 28, 85, 87, 101, 142,
175n. 119

on atomism, 138-39

Nicomachean Ethics, 67

On Poets, 36

See also Empedocles: poet
Atheneus, 19, 24-25, 117, 123
Athenodorus, Walks, 116
Athens, 166n. 21. See also Democritus
Atomism. See Democritus

Bees, 9, 71, 173n. 95
Bull of honey and barley, 16, 17-19, 26

Certamen, 99

Chronology (Apollodorus), 14, 95
Cicero, 130

Cleis, 13-14, 19

Crantor, 77
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Crates, 76, 77

Crates of Malos, 77, 171n. 75
Cratylus (Plato), 67

Croesus, and Solon, 7, 9

Croton, The Diver, 715-77

Cynics, 7, 130. See also Democritus
Cyropaedia (Xenophon), 100

Darius, 126-28, 132
Death, biographical, 49. See also Democri-
tus; Empedocles; Heraclitus
Delian diver, 75-78
Delphi, 16, 78
Demetrius of Troezen, Against the Sophists,
48
Democritus, 1, 4, 13
Athens, 98, 108-11, 121, 180n. 54
atomism, 94, 105, 117, 131, 140, 143
Aristotle on, 138-39
blinding, 119-21, 140
death, atomic theory of, 124-26, 128
Doctrine of the One, 97-98
Eleatic controversy, 97-99, 102
Grreater World System, 102, 105
Lesser World System, 102
Leucippus, 98, 102
numberless seeds, 98
Parmenides, 97, 98, 100
perceptive powers, 116-17, 118
respiration, theory of, 134, 135,
138-39
taste, theory of, 118-19, 138
vision, theory of, 117-19, 123
Zeno, 97, 100
See also Athenaeus; Athenodorus;
Democritus: madness: tombs and
solitude; Hippocrates; Sextus
blinding, self, 119, 120, 140
Diogenes Laertius on, 120-21
book burning, 100, 101, 142
character, 116
absentmindedness, 108, 109, 111-13,
116, 121, 125-26; Diogenes
Laertius on, 111, 112 (see also
Antisthenes)

INDEX

images/ghosts, 122
zeal for work, 108-11,116-19, 121;
Diogenes Laertius on, 108-9, 121
Thrasyllus on, 109-10, 121
See also Democritus: madness;
Valerius Maximus
Cynics, 125-26, 187nn. 119, 130
on death, 116, 124
afterlife, 124-25, 127, 140
Darius, 126-28
Julian on, 127-28
restoration of the dead, 126, 128
tombs, 127-28
See also Democritus: atomism, magic
powers; Philodemus; Proclus
death of, 134-40, 142, 143
Diogenes Laertius on, 134, 138
soul, 138—40
suicide, 140
deification, 47
Diogenes Laertius on, 1, 111-12, 114—
17, 140
east/west, 133-34
exile, 33
family, 95, 106-8, 113-15, 135
Abdera, 95, 97, 114, 125
Valerius Maximus on, 95, 109
Xerxes, 95
feud/contest
with Anaxagoras, 99-102
Diogenes Laertius on, 99-101
with Plato, 100-101
god-like actions, 47
Greater World System, 105-6, 111,
181n. 60
Hippocrates, 125-26, 183n. 77, 186n.
109
honey, 117-18, 138
intellectual zeal, 108-11, 121, 125-26,
185n. 107, 186n. 109
laughing philosopher, 68, 125, 126-30
cheerfulness vs. hedonism, 130
Diogenes Laertius on, 129
Lucian on, 130-31
tranquility, 126, 129-30, 132
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and weeping philosopher
(Heraclitus), 129-32
See also Cicero; Cynics; Hippocrates;
Seneca
Lesser World System, 95, 105
Leucippus, 96, 100, 102
madness, 33, 121-28
Antisthenes on, 121-22, 124, 125
Diogenes Laertius on, 121-22,
124-25
images/ghosts, 12225, 140
laughter, 125
“On the Next World,” 123
perception, 122
tombs and solitude, 121-26, 143
See also Hippocrates; Philodemus;
Sextus
magic powers (holy fool or wizard), 95,
115, 176n. 5
Chaldeans, 95, 102, 176n. 5
natural forces, control of, 11415,
128, 138
philosopher/tyrant, 13234
See also Darius; Xerxes
philosopher’s revenge, 111, 112, 115
posthumous honors, 112, 115
rebound of ideas, 112, 118, 120, 137
Socrates, 108—-9
student/teacher, 95-102, 176nn. 10, 13,
15
Anaxagoras, 97, 99-102
Diogenes Laertius on, 95-99
eastern tutors, 95
Leucippus, 102
Oenopides, 96, 97, 101, 102
Protagoras, 96, 97, 99-101
Pythagoras, 96, 99-102
Thrasyllus on, 101, 109-10, 121
travel, 102-6, 113, 126, 178n. 41
Diogenes Laertius on, 102-3
east, 102-3
Lesser World System, 105
Leucippus, 105
women, 117, 120-21, 135-36, 182nn.
75-176, 183n. 88
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See also Apollodorus; Epicurus; Philoso-
phy: biography inferred from
Diels, H., Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker,
4
Diodorus of Ephesus, 52
Diodorus Siculus, 31
Diodotus, 74-75
Diogenes Laertius, 7, 70, 89, 141, 168n.
38
Lives of the Eminent Philosophers, 1, 2, 5,
115, 125, 143-45
reevaluation of, 2, 5 (see also Osborne,
Catherine)
windstayers, 115
See also Democritus; Empedocles;
Heraclitus
Dionysus of Syracuse, 2—4, 30-31, 96
The Diver (Croton), 75-77
Doctrine of the One. See Democritus:
atomism

Eleatic controversy. See Democritus:
atomism
Empedocles, 4, 10, 96, 97, 113, 144
Acragas, 13-14, 17, 20-22, 28, 30-32,
38, 58
careers (see physician; poet; politician;
prophet)

character/manner, 18, 20, 22, 154n. 18
arrogance, 34-35, 50

death, 1, 26, 48—-58
apotheosis, 55-56
deification, 49, 50-53, 55
Diogenes Laertius on, 51, 53
drowning, 50-51, 55
Etna, 1, 12, 50-53, 55-58, 154n. 18,

183n. 85
four elements and, 53-57
Heraclides, 55, 56
Megara, tomb in, 48, 57
Pausanias, 55, 5657, 58, 162n. 84,
176n. 8

Peisianax, 55, 56-57, 58
Peloponnesus, 56, 57
suicide, question of, 49-50, 51
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Empedocles (continued)
death (continued)
Telauges on, 49, 154n. 7
Timaeus on, 56-58
See also Diodorus of Ephesus
deification, 21, 22, 25-26, 35, 47, 49,
50-53, 55, 154n. 18
Diogenes Laertius on, 1, 12, 14-16, 20,
22,34
elements or roots (four), theory of, 53-54
family, 28
Exaenetus, 13-16
Heraclides on, 14, 15
Meton, 13-16
Satyrus on, 14-15
god-like act, 46, 55-56, 115
metempsychosis, 25-26, 46, 48, 50-51
Olympic Games, 7, 13-22, 25, 26, 38,
154n. 14
sacrifice, bull of honey and barley,
16, 17-19, 26
On Nature, 29, 38, 39, 42
philosopher and tyrant, 29-31, 33, 35
physician/magician, 38—40, 45, 47-48,
144
Diogenes Laertius on, 39, 40
Physics, 12, 40
Sacred Diseases on, 39
See also Ancient Medicine; Satyrus
Physics, 12, 40
plagiarism, 156n. 30, 157n. 35
poet, 35-39, 48
Acragas, 38
Apollo, hymn to, 37-39, 160n. 71
Aristotle on, 36, 37
Diogenes Laertius on, 36, 37
lost works, 10, 37, 39
Xerxes, poem on, 37-39
See also Heraclides, son of Sarapion;
Lucretius; Plutarch; Theron
politician, 28-35, 48
Acragas, 30-32
Acron, 32, 161n. 78
democracy, favorable to, 3, 29, 33-35
Diogenes Laertius on, 28-34

INDEX

exile, 33-34
the “Thousand,” 31-32, 158n. 52
Timaeus on, 28-31, 34
See also Aristotle; Xanthus
prophet (holy fool or wizard), 39-48,
128
Diogenes Laertius on, 41, 44, 4648
Gorgias of Leontini, 40-41, 47
Heraclides on, 41, 44, 48
life/death, mutability of, 42—44, 46,
52
mantis, 40, 45, 47, 48
natural forces, control of, 42, 44, 46,
48, 50-52, 115
Panatheia from Acragas, 41, 44-45,
47,48, 51, 128
Satyrus on, 40-42, 45, 47
Timaeus on, 46, 47-48
See also Hermippus
Purifications, 12, 16-19, 29, 31, 38, 39
request/refusal to rule, 3, 6, 28-29, 33
Sicilians and, 13, 17-19, 161n. 74
student/teacher
Anaxagoras, 23, 24
Anaximander, 23, 24
Atheneus on, 24-25
Diogenes Laertius on, 23, 25-26
Gorgias of Leontini, 10, 159n. 56
Parmenides, 23, 24, 160n. 67
Pausanias, 96, 162n. 85
Pythagoras, 23-26, 157n. 35
Telauges, 24
Xenophanes, 23, 24, 160n. 67
travel, 34, 162n. 85
women, 162n. 86, 182n. 76
See also Antisthenes; Eratosthenes;
Hermippus; Hippobotus; Timaeus
Ephesians. See Heraclitus
Epicurus, 88, 130
Eratosthenes, Olympic Victories, 14
Etna. See Empedocles: death
Euripides, 27-28, 49, 77, 89
Exaenetus, 13-16

Favorinus, Memorabilia, 16
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Gelon, 38, 57

Gorgias of Leontini, 10, 159n. 56
Greater World System. See Democritus
Gregorius Nazianzenus, 98

Hamilcar the Carthaginian, 38
Hecateus, 60—61
Heraclides
Epitome, 15
On Diseases, 14
See also Empedocles: death, prophet
Heraclides, son of Sarapion, 37
Heraclitus, 4, 13, 37, 105, 113, 144, 187n.
130, 188n. 135
character/manner
arrogance, 71-74, 80, 83-84, 93,
142; Diogenes Laertius on, 60—
68, 71-74, 79; Ephesians, 63—
66, 105; Homer on, 61, 63; phi-
losophy inferred from, 62, 63, 70
(see also Archilochus;
Hermodorus)
contempt for wealth, 68—69
Diogenes Laertius on, 60—71
melancholy, 60, 66-67, 78, 93; Dark
One of Ephesus, 59; philosophy
inferred from, 68, 144; Theo-
phrastus on, 67-68; weeping phi-
losopher, 66—68, 129-32 (see
also Aristotle; Plato: Cratylus)
misanthrope, 3, 28-29, 33, 49, 64,
71-73, 78-88, 93, 142; philoso-
phy inferred from, 68, 70, 105,
144
riddler, 76, 78-80, 84-85, 88, 131;
Diogenes Laertius on, 83, 84
(see also Heraclitus: death;
Timon)
silence of, 68-70; Ephesians, 68—69;
philosophy inferred from, 68, 70
childhood, 71, 72
Diogenes Laertius on, 72—73
death, 49, 79-93, 142, 143
agora, buried in, 79, 80, 88
devoured by dogs, 79, 80, 88-89
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Diogenes Laertius on, 79, 80, 84-85,
88-93
dung, buried in, 59, 79, 85-89
Neanthes of Cyzicus on, 79, 80, 88
water, 83-87
Zoroastrianism, 89
See also Hermippus
Delian diver, 75-78
Ephesians, 6466, 69, 91, 105, 142
Diogenes Laertius on, 63-64
mixed drink (kykeon) anecdote,
68-69
See also Heraclitus: silence;
Hermodorus
exile, 33, 82-83
family, 60-61, 64
flux (change), 66-67, 77
law, 6465, 66
Logos, 73-74, 76, 78, 80-81, 89
lost works, 37
metempsychosis, 72
On Nature, 74-76
Crates, 76, 77
Croton, 75-77
Delian diver, 75-77, 78
Diodotus on, 74-75
Diogenes Laertius on, 74, 75, 78-79
Seleucos on, 75-78
Timon on, 76, 79
See also Euripides; The Muses; Plato:
Sophist; Socrates; Theophrastes
philosophical method, 68, 73-74
Plato/Socrates, 77
request/refusal to rule, 3, 6, 28, 29, 64,
157n. 44
student/teacher, 73
Diogenes Laertius on, 71-72
Xenophanes, 71-72
theory of exhalations, 86, 87 (see also
Heraclitus: death)
unity of opposites, 85-87
Diogenes Laertius on, 86
law of contradictions, 87
Theophrastes on, 85-86
See also Aristotle
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Heraclitus (continued)
water, 77, 92
fire and, 85-87
See also Heraclitus: death
wisdom, 62, 65, 73-75, 92
Diogenes Laertius on, 62, 73
Hesiod, 60-61
Pythagoras, 6061
Xenophanes, 60-61
See also Archilochus; Hecateus; Ho-
mer; Philosophy: inferred from
biography
work, 74

See also Philosophy: inferred from biog-

raphy; Plutarch
Hermippus, 14, 41, 51, 79, 80, 88
Hermodorus, 64, 166n. 21
Hesiod, 60-61, 72, 74, 77, 99, 145
Hicks, R. D., 124
Hieron of Syracuse, 7, 13, 17, 97
Himera, battle of, 38
Hippobotus, 14, 51
Hippocrates, 125, 126, 130, 183n. 77,
185n. 107, 186n. 109
Problemata Physica, 185n. 107
Hippolytus, 5
Holy fool. See Democritus: magic powers;
Empedocles: prophet
Homer, 12, 48, 72, 74, 88, 99, 145, 183n.
85
Cypria, 37
on Heraclitus, 61, 63
Iliad, 13
Odyssey, 13

Iliad (Homer), 13

Laughing philosopher. See Democritus
Lefkowitz, Mary R., Lives of the Greek Po-
ets, 2, 143, 144
Lesser World System. See Democritus
Leucippus, 102
Greater World System, 102, 105
See also Democritus: atomism
Lives of Eminent Philosophers (Diogenes
Laertius), 1, 2, 5, 115, 125, 143-45

INDEX

Lives of the Greek Poets (Lefkowitz), 2,
143, 144

Logos. See Heraclitus

Lucian, Vitarum Auctio (The Auction of
Doctrine), 130-31

Lucretius, 35, 140

Mantis, 40, 45, 47, 48

Medea (Euripides), 49

Meno (Plato), 159n. 56

Metempsychosis, 156n. 34. See also
Empedocles; Heraclitus

Meton, 13-16

Milesian philosophy, 24

The Muses, 75, 11

Mysteries, 92

Neanthes of Cyzicus, 79, 80, 88
Nicomachean Ethics (Aristotle), 67
Nietzsche, E, Beitrdge zur Quellenkunde

und Kritik des Diogenes Laertius, 5
Numberless seeds, 98

Odyssey (Homer), 13

QOenopides, 96, 97, 101, 102

Olympic Games, 13, 14, 16-17, 22, 156n.
32. See also Empedocles: Olympic
Games; Sicilians

One, Doctrine of the, 97-98

On Nature. See Empedocles; Heraclitus

“On the Next World” (Democritus), 123

Opposites, theory of. See Heraclitus: unity
of opposites

Osborne, Catherine, Rethinking Early
Grreek Philosophy, 5, 143, 144

Panatheia from Acragas. See Empedocles:
prophet

Parmenides, 4, 24, 97-98. See also Democ-
ritus: atomism; Empedocles: student/
teacher

Pausanias, 96. See also Empedocles: death,
student/teacher

Persians (Aeschylus), 13

Pherycedes, 99

Philodemus, 123
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Philosophical biography, 1, 5, 13, 20, 27,
31, 141
anecdotes, 142, 143
comic, 70-71
concrete, 19, 40, 44, 52, 58, 68-69,
100-101, 104, 138
disdain for wealth, 68—69
free-floating, 6, 20, 70
philosopher at the Olympic Games,
20
rebound, 83, 85
sacrifice, 20
use of, 1-3, 5-7, 26-28, 65
comedies as source, 30
favorable or hostile, 3, 7, 8, 28-29, 33,
68, 141, 143, 156n. 30, 178n. 37,
181n. 58
Democritus, 111, 114, 119-20, 126,
180n. 54, 185n. 103
Empedocles, 31, 46, 47, 53, 57-58,
142, 154n. 18, 183n. 85
Heraclitus, 59, 79, 83, 88, 142, 183n.
85
methodology, 2, 33, 44, 91, 96, 97, 105,
132, 138, 141, 165n. 16
topoi, 5, 7-11, 77, 142, 143
absentmindedness, 8, 10, 111, 133
(see also Democritus: character)
Athens, 7, 32, 166n. 21
banquet, 30-32
blinding, 8 (see also Democritus)
bon mot, 8, 70, 172n. 78
book burning, 8, 9, 10, 100-101,
142, 178n. 36 (see also
Democritus)
career (see Empedocles)
character, 8 (see also Democritus;
Empedocles; Heraclitus)
childhood, 8 (see also Heraclitus)
competition, 32
contempt for wealth, 8, 106, 179n.
49 (see also Heraclitus:
character/manner)
death, 1, 58
deification, 9, 182n. 68 (see also
Democritus; Empedocles)
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democracy/tyranny, 10, 58, 133 (see
also Empedocles: philosopher
and tyrant, politician)

dung, philosopher covered with, 111
(see also Heraclitus: death)

east, travel to/tutors, 95, 102, 178n.
40 (see also Democritus: travel)

east/west, 9, 10, 96, 126, 133, 144—
45 (see also Democritus)

epiphany, bees and, 9, 71, 173n. 95

exile, 33, 82-83, 159nn. 58, 63

family, 9 (see also Democritus; Empe-
docles; Heraclitus)

feud/contest, 9, 99-101

god-like actions, 46-47, 55-56, 115

invention (being first), 10, 105,
159n. 56

law/lawgiver, 10, 6465, 66

life/death (power over), 126, 128,
133

lost works, 10, 37, 39

Muses, 82

natural forces, control over, 115,
162n. 84 (see also Democritus:
magic powers; Empedocles:
prophet)

Olympic Games, 7, 8, 156n. 32 (see
also Empedocles)

philosopher and tyrant, 2, 8, 9, 10,
30-31, 158n. 50 (see also
Democritus: magic powers;
Empedocles)

philosopher’s revenge, 111, 112, 115

philosopher triumphant, 10, 142

plagiarism, 11, 156n. 30, 157n. 35,
177n. 28

posthumous honors, 88, 112, 115,
142

ptheirsis (lice), 11, 174n. 114, 189n.
148

rebound of ideas, 181n. 61 (see also
Democritus)

refusal to rule, 3, 5-6, 28-29, 33, 58,
64, 141-42, 157n. 44, 166n. 19

renunciation of all work but philoso-

phy, 161n. 76
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restoration of the dead, 126, 128
student/teacher, 97, 157n. 38, 159n.
56, 176-77n. 17 (see also Democ-
ritus; Empedocles; Heraclitus)
travel, 82, 104, 133 (see also Democri-
tus; Empedocles)
withdrawal from society, 8, 186n. 109
Philosophy
biography inferred from, 3—4, 22-23,
65-66, 94, 97, 104-6, 142,
164n. 8
inferred from biography, 68—70, 73,
104, 105, 144
Physics (Empedocles), 12, 40
Pindar, 7, 22, 145
Olympian Odes, 17
Plato, 88, 142, 144, 161n. 76, 178n. 36,
180n. 54, 183n. 85
athletics, 180-81nn. 56-57
biography, 2
careers, 27
Cratylus, 67
feuds, 99-101
Heraclitus’ influence on, 166n. 17
Meno, 159n. 56
philosopher/tyrant, 30, 133
Republic, 100, 161n. 76
Rivals, 102
Sophist, 77
student/teacher, 11, 95, 96
Platonica: The Anecdotes concerning the Life
and Writing of Plato (Riginos), 2, 100,
144
Plutarch, 35, 68—69
Proclus, 128
Protagoras, 96, 97, 99-101, 176n. 5
Purifications. See Empedocles
Pyrrho, 95
Pythagoras, 4, 23, 72, 74, 88, 128, 178n.
36, 181n. 61
death, 49
deification, 25-26
feud/contest, 99—101
Olympic Games, 7, 20
travel (to the east), 95-96
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See also Democritus: student/teacher;
Empedocles: student/teacher;
Heraclitus: wisdom

Pythagoreanism, 17-19, 25, 154n.18
Pythian festivals, 38
Pythian Games, 16

Republic (Plato), 100, 161n. 76

Riginos, Alice S., Platonica: The Anecdotes
concerning the Life and Whriting of
Plato, 2, 100, 144

Rivals (Plato), 102

Sacred Diseases, 39

Salamis, 13

Sappho, 2, 14, 19, 145

Satyrus, Lives, 14. See also Empedocles:

family, prophet

Seleucos Homericus, 76

Seleucos of Seleucia, 75-78

Seneca, 130

Sextus, 122-23, 125

Sicilians, 13, 38, 57, 97, 157n. 47
Olympic Games and, 7, 17
See also Empedocles; Hieron of Syra-

cuse; Pythagoras; Theron

Simonides, 32

Socrates, 7, 76, 102, 108-9

Solon the Athenian, 6, 27, 28-29, 104
and Croesus, 7, 9

Sophist (Plato), 77

Sotion, 130

Stoics, 7, 75, 187n. 130, 188n. 135

Strife, 34, 54

Telauges, 49, 154n. 7
Thales, 99, 170n. 63, 174n. 104, 180—
81n. 56-58, 185n. 106, 188n. 142
eastern tutor, 95
Olympic Games, 8
philosopher’s revenge, 111
Themistius, 68
Theophrastus, 75, 117, 118
Theron, 7, 13, 17, 31, 97, 157n. 47
defeat of Xerxes, 38



Thesmophoria, festival of, 135
The “Thousand,” 31-32, 158n. 52
Thrasyllus, 109-10, 121
Thrasydaeus, 31

Timaeus, Histories, 14

Timon, 84

Topoi. See Philosophical biography

Valerius Maximus, 109

Walks (Athenodorus), 116
Waugh, J., 144
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Weeping philosopher, 6668, 129-32
Women, 10, 49, 132, 138, 162n. 86, 183n.
80. See also Democritus; Empedocles

Xanthus, 28

Xenophanes, 24. See also Empedocles:
student/teacher; Heraclitus: wisdom

Xenophon, Cyropaedia, 100

Xerxes, 37-39, 132

Zeno, 97-98, 100
Zoroastrianism, 89





