
EDITOR’S NOTE

This book is a substantial revision and expansion of The Plants of
Michigan by H.A. Gleason, first published by George Wahr Publish-
ing Co. in 1918. Although the basic structure of the original has been
retained, most of the keys have been completely rewritten and new
material has been added. Family descriptions have been rewritten
and expanded. Information on likely habitats and on distribution has
been added to the keys to facilitate identification. Illustrations have
been provided for some key families and to illustrate terms. Short
boxed notes throughout the text discuss topics ranging from taxo-
nomic issues, to changes in plant distributions, to related cultivated
plants. Instructions for using the keys for plant identification are in-
cluded in the Introduction. A section on botanical terminology and a
glossary of terms have been provided. A comprehensive index lists
all Latin and common plant names. Key bibliographic references to
certain plant groups and to Michigan plants have been included. See
the Preface for a discussion of H.A. Gleason and his contributions to
Michigan botany.

Keys to flowering plants, including trees and shrubs, and to gym-
nosperms, are included. The keys have been revised to reflect cur-
rent interpretations of the classification of Michigan plants. This edi-
tion of Gleason’s Plants of Michigan follows the arrangement and
definition of families used in Michigan Flora (1972, 1985, 1996).
Nomenclature and information on plant distribution are also based
on those provided in Michigan Flora. Plant species collected only
rarely in Michigan have been omitted.

Every effort has been made to make this revised and expanded edi-
tion of Plants of Michigan accurate and current. Plant heights and
other characters were checked against the plant descriptions in Glea-
son and Cronquist (1991) and the keys were compared with charac-
ters cited by Voss (1972, 1985). Collections in the University of
Michigan Herbarium were also consulted. Dr. Anton Reznicek pro-
vided additional information in the course of his review of the un-
published manuscript.


