
How to use this Book

The purpose of this book is to provide the material for a one-term intro-
duction to the study of language and linguistics for students whose primary 
educational goal lies outside the discipline of linguistics. In other words, this 
is an introduction to linguistics for people who do not plan to be linguists. 
There are two types of students who fit our target audience: (1) students who 
plan to pursue a career in the educational field and need to be acquainted 
with the ways language works so as to be effective teachers and (2) students 
who need some background in linguistics because their discipline is adjacent 
to, but not overlapping with, linguistics. Among these we may list as exam-
ples psychologists, sociologists, and anthropologists. This text is also suitable 
for practicing ESoL/EFL teachers, among others, including teachers of ELLs 
who need a reference volume about language. This text does not claim to be 
an introduction to linguistics, which would require a much more technical 
discussion of theoretical linguistics.

We have assumed a minimum of knowledge, particularly about lan-
guage. In our experience, high school graduates often do not have a firm 
grounding in English grammar. For this reason, we have included the final 
chapter (12), which provides the basics of English grammar. We have also 
provided a glossary of linguistic terms.  

As the title tries to make clear, the text has three foci: (1) language 
itself, in its systematic organization; (2) language as a tool for interaction 
among speakers; and (3) language as an object of variation—that is, how 
language reflects the differences in its speakers, the situations in which they 
use it, and the goals toward which they put it. 

Each chapter is broken up into smaller sections, and each of those 
sections is followed by a review of the main ideas introduced, including 
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important words to know (in no particular order). review questions and 
practice exercises, as well as references to the sources used in the chapter and 
other sources for further reading, complement each chapter. note that all 
sections do not have practice exercises and that practice exercises are num-
bered to match their section (for example, there are no practice activities for 
Section 1.1, so the first practice exercises are 1.2, to follow review 1.2). This 
edition also has a companion website (www.press.umich.ed/elt/compsite/
ulsiv3) that offers additional interactive practice for students, as well as a set 
of reproducible supplementary materials on the teacher site. We encourage 
planning your class based on the smaller sections rather than the chapters 
because the chapters have different lengths.

This book came out of our experiences teaching introductory courses 
in linguistics at Youngstown State University and elsewhere. We thank the 
chairs of the Youngstown State University English Department—Sandra 
Stephen, Gary Salvner, and Julia Gergits—for their support. We also thank 
the former YSU College of Arts and Sciences (now College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Studies) for its support in the form of reassigned time and the 
YSU Graduate School for funding research assistants over the years: Melina 
Champine, Gillian Wilkinson, Christian Hempelmann, Gary Davenport, 
rebekah Hoy, and David roberts. The YSU office of Equal opportunity 
and Diversity funded Cynthia Carter as a research assistant. 

Many people have read the text and offered comments over the years. 
Thanks to Donalee H. Attardo, Paul Bates, rebecca Barnhouse, Patricia Dis-
sosway, Michael Finney, Keith Folse, Stacy Hagen, randall Hogue, Virginia 
Ludwig, ndinzi Masagara, Hugh McCracken, Jodi nelms, Dallin oaks, 
Christina Bratt Paulston, Gunther radden, Marina raskin, Victor raskin, 
Dorolyn Smith, Tim Vickers, and Masayoshi Yamada. While we have incor-
porated many of their suggestions, much doubtless remains that they would 
disagree with.

Many thanks to the editorial team at the University of Michigan 
Press, especially to our editor, Kelly Sippell. 

Last, but certainly not least, those who deserve the most thanks are 
our students. 
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