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When terrorism, ethnic conflict, military buildup, or other local tensions spark an international crisis, Brecher argues that the structure of global politics determines its potential to develop into open conflict. That conflict, in turn, may then generate worldwide political upheaval. Comparing international crises to earthquakes, Brecher proposes a scale analogous to the Richter scale to measure the severity and scope of the impact of a crisis on the landscape of international politics.
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Are international earthquakes random, diverse events or do they reveal patterns from their eruption to their termination?
2. Does high stress seriously undermine the ability of crisis decision makers to cope with grave threats, often involving intense violence?
3. Does decision-making in crises vary among states with different cultures, history, size, geographic location, military power, level of economic development, etc., or  is there a pattern of coping with international crises amidst highly-visible diversity; for example, do the U.S. and China differ in the ways in which they cope with external crises? 
