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Getting drugs, getting gone, Getting Ghost
New in paperback, Bergmann’s book follows two young urban drug dealers
Getting Ghost: Two Young Lives and the Struggle for the Soul of an American City

By Luke Bergmann

Paper 978-0-472-03436-9 / $22.95

Publication Date: September 2010
As a teenager, Luke Bergmann saw the devastation in Detroit caused by the collapse of the automobile industry. Years later, he returned to the city as an anthropologist to study the incarceration of inner-city youth, and his research connected him with two teenaged drug dealers, Dude Freeman and Rodney Phelps.

For nearly three years Bergmann lived on the city’s West Side, hanging out with Dude and Rodney, hearing their stories and dreams, and witnessing the intricacies of Detroit’s urban drug trade. He soon became more than an observer, intervening with Dude’s probation officer when he missed a hearing and becoming Rodney’s only contact when he fled from criminal charges. 

 

In an effort to break through the conventional wisdom about who sells drugs and why, Bergmann chronicles the unsettling alchemy of choice, force of habit, structural inequality, and political neglect that combine to restrict the horizons of young people in America’s cities. “Getting ghost” becomes a rich metaphor—for leaving a scene; for quitting the trade; and, ultimately, for mortality.
This book was previously available in hardcover from another publisher.

For a full press kit, visit www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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