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New biography profiles leading Republican woman
Elly Peterson was the first woman to serve as chair of the Michigan Republican Party, became assistant chairman of the Republican National Committee
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Elly Peterson was one of the highest ranking women in the Republican Party. In 1964 she ran for a Michigan seat in the U.S. Senate and became the first woman to serve as chair of the Michigan Republican Party. During the 1970s she grew disenchanted with the increasing conservatism of her party, united with other feminists to push for the Equal Rights Amendment and reproductive choice, battled Phyllis Schlafly to wrest control from her of the National Federation of Republican Women, and became an independent.

Elly Peterson’s story is a missing chapter in the political history of Michigan, as well as the United States. This new biography, written by Sara Fitzgerald (a Michigan native and Washington Post editor), finally gives full credit to one of the first female political leaders in this country.

When Peterson retired in 1970 as assistant chairman of the Republican National Committee, David Broder of the Post wrote that “her abilities would have earned her the national chairmanship were it not for the unwritten sex barrier that both parties have erected around that job.”

For a full press kit, visit www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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