
DOI: 10.3998/mpub.11621506

6 x 9 | 400 pages | 62 figures | 38 tables

Hardcover | 2024 | $90.00 U.S.
ISBN 9780472076765

Paper | 2024 | $44.95 U.S.
ISBN 9780472056767

Open Access
ISBN 9780472076765

GENERATIONAL POLITICS IN
THE UNITED STATES
FROM THE SILENTS TO GEN Z AND BEYOND

Edited by Sally Friedman and David Schultz

The role of generations is an important, yet often overlooked, variable in
the study of American politics. A topic of research in sociology, business,
and marketing, the focus on generations frequently occurs in American
pop culture and journalism. The general public often assumes that
different generations have different political leanings and beliefs—that the
Silent Generation is all Republican, white, and conservative, or that
Millennials are liberal and diverse—but are these assumptions true?

Generational Politics in the United States is the first comprehensive book
that examines the concept of generations from a political science
perspective. It defines what a generation is and how to sort out the
differences between life cycle, cohort, and aging effect. The book then
brings together chapters from an array of political science scholars that
examine the role of generations in American politics and how it relates to
other variables such as age, race, gender, and socioeconomic status. It
discusses how politics in the United States are impacted by changes in
generations, including how the passing of the Baby Boom generation and
rise of the Millennials and Gen Z will change American politics. By
examining the differences in political attitudes, engagement, and impact
of recent generations, Generational Politics in the United States suggests
how generational change will impact American politics in the future.
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“This volume reopens the
question of generational
impact on political behavior
and provides some direction
for future research.”
—John J. McGlennon, College
of William & Mary

https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.9340131
https://press.umich.edu/Contributors/F/Friedman-Sally

