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Jewish voting is distinctive and paradoxical. Stereotypes about the voting 
habits of American Jews include that they vote at unusually high levels, 
that they’re liberal, that they vote for Democratic candidates without 
regard to their self-interest, and that Israel is their most important issue. 
Not only are all of those claims wrong, but they obscure aspects of Jews’ 
voting behavior that are much more interesting.

The Politics of American Jews uncovers new perspectives on Jews’ 
political choices by analyzing the unprecedented amount of survey data 
that is now available, including surveys that permit contrasting the voting 
of Jews with that of comparable non-Jews. The data suggest several 
mysteries about Jewish voting. While more Jews are Democrats than are 
liberals, there has not been a previous exploration of why more politically 
conservative Jews are not Republicans.

A fresh picture of Jews’ political behaviors shows that Jews are no longer 
politically monolithic. They vote on the basis of their self-interest and 
their values, but not all Jews share the same self-interest or the same 
values. While most Jews have incorporated being Democratic and 
liberal into their political DNA, growing divisions in their ranks suggest a 
mutation could occur.

Herbert F. Weisberg is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at Ohio 
State University.

“This landmark study is essential reading for students of public opinion 
and political behavior, as well as for professionals in campaign 
consulting.” - CHOICE, A 2020 Choice Outstanding Academic Title

“I find most original and interesting the author’s discussion of factors with 
the potential to undermine Jewish political unity... His book draws on 
major theories and concepts from contemporary social science—social 
identity, issue-based voting, group attachment, minority consciousness—
to make sense of the findings and demonstrate how work on Jewish 
political behavior contributes to the larger scholarly literature.”

— Politics and Religion
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