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Why do governments insist on fossil fuels? Why do renewables face 
uncertain and inconsistent legal and regulatory circumstances that slow 
their market-share growth against fossil fuels? Oksan Bayulgen studies 
the political determinants of partial energy reforms that result in tepid 
energy transitions and shifts the geographical focus from front-runner 
countries of energy innovation to developing countries, which have 
become the largest carbon emitters in the world. Her in-depth case 
study of energy policies in Turkey over the past two decades 
demonstrates that energy transitions are neither inevitable nor linear 
and that they are often initiated if and only when promoting renewables 
is in the interests of governing elites and stall when political dividends 
associated with energy rents change. This book contributes to the 
debates on the nature and pace of energy transitions by analyzing the 
power dynamics and political institutions under which energy reforms 
are initiated and implemented over time. This timely topic will be of 
interest to scholars, policymakers, energy investors, and anyone 
interested in environmental studies.

Oksan Bayulgen is Associate Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Connecticut.

“I applaud Professor Bayulgen for taking us outside the Western world 
to look at green energy transitions. To reverse global warming requires 
sufficient buy-in from non-Western countries. Her analysis is theoretically 
informed and empirically rich. It is a must-read for students of Turkish 
politics and for those who like to understand green energy transitions.”

—Christoph Stefes, University of Colorado Denver

“Bayulgen tackles head-on the challenges of fossil fuel persistence and 
clean energy ambivalence in Turkish energy policy and offers a much-
needed perspective on the partial reform path many countries are on. 
This comprehensive, well-researched, and eloquent book highlights the 
importance of agency, political power, and institutions to clean energy 
performance.”

—Indra Øverland, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
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