Acknowledgments

I           a few individuals and organizations who supported my campaign to become a published author. Like
any good politician let me first acknowledge my campaign contributors.
My grandparents, David and Merna Scott, generously picked up the bulk
of the tab for my graduate education, and I am sorry they did not live to
see me earn my Ph.D. and turn my dissertation into this book. I am also
grateful for dissertation fellowships from the Political Science department
at the University of California, Berkeley, and for a research fellowship
from the Governmental Studies department at the Brookings Institution.
The Institute of Governmental Studies at Berkeley gave me several grants
to fund data collection and travel between Berkeley and Washington,D.C.
At Boston College I received funding for data collection and research assistance to update the manuscript.
My campaign also benefited from a large network of volunteers.Those
who read and commented on iterations of the entire manuscript include
Henry Brady, Bruce Cain, Marc Landy, Nelson Polsby, Susan Rasky, and
Kay Schlozman. I must also thank Bruce and Nelson for throwing the
weight of the Institute of Governmental Studies behind me. IGS was my
home on the Berkeley campus, where I enjoyed office space, computer
equipment, a wonderful library, and several opportunities to present pieces
of my research. Many other individuals have provided helpful comments
on sections of the manuscript, including Paul Herrnson, Gary Jacobson,
Michael Malbin, and Tom Mann, as well as the anonymous reviewers for
the University of Michigan Press.
Student “interns” from Boston College helped me finish the book
and learned about political science research while doing so. Elizabeth

viii

Acknowledgments

Kabacinski and Lauren Daniel were the enthusiastic and resourceful BC
undergraduates who helped me track down key examples and citations.
Tobin Craig, a doctoral student at BC, was especially helpful in sifting
through the Congressional Record. Caitlin O’Donnell and Richard Martin
also contributed to the data collection.
On the campaign trail I made several public appearances where seminar participants and conference attendees often offered fresh ideas. I thank
my hosts at Boston College (where my future colleagues were especially
engaging), the University of Maryland, Wellesley College, the Brennan
Center for Justice at NYU, the Brookings Institution, and UC Berkeley.
It may be a stretch to liken the University of Michigan Press to national party headquarters, but I’m enjoying the campaign metaphor too
much not to! Many thanks to Alan Wolfe, editor of the series in which this
book appears and my colleague at BC, who recruited me to run on the
UM Press line. I am also grateful to Boss Jim Reische, particularly for his
patience.
Finally, I would especially like to thank the two gentlemen of my
kitchen cabinet. Raymond E. Wolfinger, my dissertation adviser, commented on multiple drafts of this manuscript and its component chapters. I am grateful for the careful attention he gave my work. His criticism
was constructive (and copious) and significantly improved the manuscript.
Jonathan GS Koppell has contributed in innumerable ways to this project, beginning in winter 1997 when he said to me,“You know, that could
be a good dissertation topic.” Then my graduate-school classmate and now
my husband, Jonathan has since become the world’s number-two expert
on self-financed candidates in congressional elections from 1992 to 2000.
I could not have done this without him.
All remaining errors or shortcomings are, of course, my own responsibility.

