THREE’S A CROWD

{

THREE’S A CROWD
{
The Dynamic of Third Parties,
Ross Perot, &
Republican Resurgence

Ronald B. Rapoport
& Walter J. Stone

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN PRESS

Ann Arbor

Copyright © by the University of Michigan 2005
All rights reserved
Published in the United States of America by
The University of Michigan Press
Manufactured in the United States of America
 Printed on acid-free paper
2008

2007

2006

2005

4

3

2

1

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, or otherwise, without the written
permission of the publisher.
A CIP catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Rapoport, Ronald.
Three’s a crowd : the dynamic of third parties, Ross Perot, and
Republican resurgence / Ronald B. Rapoport and Walter J. Stone.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn-13: 978-0-472-11453-5 (cloth : alk. paper)
isbn-10: 0-472-11453-0 (cloth : alk. paper)
1. Political parties—United States. 2. Perot, H. Ross, 1930–
3. Republican Party (U.S. : 1854– ) I. Stone,Walter, 1947–
II. Title.
jk2265.r176 2005
324.273'8—dc22

2005020758

To our parents:
Audre Rapoport & Bernard Rapoport
Olga W. Stone & Kenneth F. Stone (1911–1999)

Contents
{

acknowledgments ix
I.

THE PEROT MOVEMENT & THIRD-PARTY
POLITICS IN AMERICA
1. Introduction The Dynamic of Third Parties 3

II. UNDERSTANDING THE SUPPORT FOR PEROT
2. A Theory of Third-Party Support & Major-Party Change 25
3. The Rise & Fall of Ross Perot & the Reform Party,
1992–2000 47
4. Was There an Issue Constituency for Perot? 78
5. Explaining Support for Perot 97
6. The Decline in Support for Perot 124
III. THE MAJOR PARTY BID
7. The Major Party Bid for the Perot Constituency

145

IV. THE PEROT CONSTITUENCY’S RESPONSE
& THE REPUBLICAN RESURGENCE
8. Perot & the Republican Resurgence, 1994–2000 171
9. The Mobilization Effects of Perot Activity 190
10. The Impact of Perot on the Republican Party’s
Issue Positions 206
11. Conclusion Third Parties & Political Change in America 223
appendixes 241
references 265
index 273

Acknowledgments
{

Ac k nowle dg i ng the many de bt s we have accumulated during the years we have worked on this project is a pleasure, not only because writing these words of thanks means we no longer have to endure
questions about when the “Perot book” will be ﬁnished.This project has
taken many twists and turns since we began in the summer of 1992 with
a national survey of potential volunteers in the emerging Perot movement.Throughout the project we have been fortunate to have the assistance and support of an ever increasing set of friends, colleagues, family
members, and party leaders and ofﬁcials in completing this book.
Without the willingness of individuals in our samples of potential
Perot activists and party contributors to participate in repeated waves of
surveys between 1992–2000, our research would not have been possible.
Brad Harris, our ﬁrst contact in the Perot campaign, deserves credit for
suggesting we sample from the hundreds of thousands of callers to the
toll-free number set up by the Perot campaign in 1992. Clay Mulford,
who was involved from the campaign’s inception and was campaign chair
when Perot reentered the race in October 1992, helped us to secure the
1992 sample as well as a 1996 sample of Reform Party contributors.We
owe a debt of thanks also to the Democratic and Republican national
committees (and particularly to Janice Knopp and Albert Mitchler at the
RNC and Don Fowler and Faith Brown of the DNC) for supplying us
with parallel national samples of major-party contributors.
As the project proceeded, we conducted in-depth interviews with
relevant participants. Clay Mulford increased our indebtedness to him by

x

acknowle dgme nts

agreeing to be the ﬁrst to provide crucial information about the 1992
Perot campaign. Jack Gargan, Perot’s ﬁrst volunteer and the last chair of
the Reform Party before Pat Buchanan’s campaign in 2000 was also a
great resource.
Others were also generous with their time and information. Dave
Sackett, of Lance Tarrance Associates; Joe Gaylord, one of the architects
of the Contract with America; Congressman Bill Paxon and Maria Cino,
respectively former chair and executive director of the National Republican Congressional Committee; and Bill McClintock of William McClintock Associates aided our understanding of the 1994 election campaign and its outcome. Orson Swindle, the ﬁrst chair of United We
Stand America and an advisor to the McCain campaign; Rick Davis,
John McCain’s campaign manager; Cliff Arnebeck, former chair, Coalition to End the Permanent Congress; and Bill McInturff, McCain’s pollster, gave us important insights linking the Perot and McCain campaigns.
Our ability to conduct the surveys would not have been possible without the generous assistance of the National Science Foundation, which
awarded us three research grants in support of this project along with several supplemental and Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU)
awards (SES-9211432; SBR-9410869; SES-9987446). Data Recognition
Corporation provided excellent service with our surveys under the
watchful eyes of Deanna Hudella, Carmen Wilson, and Julie Roles, whose
professionalism, care, and good humor we probably took too much for
granted.
We also had generous support from the College of William and Mary,
the University of Colorado, and the University of California, Davis.We
are grateful to the Institute of Behavioral Science at the University of
Colorado for providing us and our graduate students ofﬁce space and facilitating our collaboration over seven years when the Rapoport family
summered in Boulder.Walt Stone is also grateful to Stanford University’s
Department of Political Science and the Hoover Institution at Stanford
for support and space during an extended leave.
We were blessed with a dedicated group of graduate and undergraduate students, from and with whom we learned a great deal. Colorado students who worked on this project were Lonna Atkeson, Paul Gentile, Patricia Jaramillo, Jennifer Koester, Jay McCann, Randall Partin, David

Acknowledgments xi

Ungemah, and Lori Weber. On the William and Mary side Brian Berg,
Will Blake, Karen Bruner, Mark Burton, Stephanie Caucutt, Brent Colburn, Lauren Fasler, Rachel Fitzgerald, Will Gomaa, Jonathan Kajeckas,
John Kauffman, Elizabeth Leon, Doug McNamara, Kris Miler, Richard
Perry, Jonathan Pierpan, Jon Rodger, Brian Spang and Andy Tomlinson
provided important assistance. Greg Pastor has the distinction of being the
only student at both Colorado and William and Mary. Other student assistance came from Lydia Tolles (Stanford) and Ryan Claassen, Monique
Schneider, and Jennifer Soares (UC Davis).There may be others we have
failed to mention—if so, we are no less grateful to them.
Several scholars generously provided us with data, including Patrick
Brandt, Christian Collet, Gary Jacobson, and Gerald Wright. Richard
Winger, of Ballot Access News, gave us assistance and information on a
number of matters related to third parties in U.S. politics.
Our intellectual debts are acknowledged in our citations to the extensive scholarly literature on which we draw and to which we hope to
contribute. In addition we have beneﬁted from comments, suggestions,
advice, and support on every aspect of this project from friends and colleagues: Alan Abramowitz, Lonna Atkeson, David Brady, Richard Cook,
Larry Evans, Fritz Gaenslen, John Geer, John Green, Ed Greenberg, Bob
Jackman, Mary Jackman, Dave Lewis, Jani Little, Zeke Little, Cherie
Maestas, Sandy Maisel,Tom Mann, Jay McCann, John McGlennon, John
McIver, Kelly Metcalf-Meese, Joel Schwartz, Karen Schwartz, Pat Seyd,
Pev Squire, Mike Tierney, Lori Weber, Herb Weisberg, Paul Whiteley,
Marshall Wittman, and Gerald Wright. Two anonymous reviewers read
the manuscript for the University of Michigan Press and offered many
helpful suggestions.
Ron Rapoport would also like to thank Ken Sherrill, who introduced him to political science as a freshman at Oberlin, and Paul Dawson and Jere Bruner who nurtured that interest and delivered him to the
University of Michigan, where he had the good fortune of working ﬁrst
with Kenneth Langton and then Kent Jennings. Much of what he
brought to this project is attributable to the generous tutelage provided
by these mentors.
While working on this book, we have been fortunate in having the advice of several editors whose commitment and interest aided our

xii acknowle dgme nts

progress. Nancy Davidson, now retired from Brookings, provided lunches
and architectural tours of Washington, DC, along with encouragement
and support early in the project. Jim Reische at the University of Michigan Press has been supportive, enthusiastic, and patient in guiding our
work into print. His understanding of and appreciation for our project—
not to mention his taste in restaurants—make him the ideal editor.
Thanks as well to Kevin Rennells and other staff members at The University of Michigan Press for the care they took in editing and producing
our work.
Our wives and children tolerated our absences and distractions with
grace and humor. Patricia Rapoport and Ann Cassidy-Stone contributed
beyond all reckoning; we lack the means to express adequately our gratitude to them. Our children,Abby and Emily Rapoport, and Ken, Jenny,
and BJ Stone, grew up hearing about this project and generously lent
their time to a variety of tasks. If, in spite of all the able assistance we
have received, errors of fact, omission, or interpretation remain, we plan
to blame each other.
We dedicate this book to our parents, who ﬁrst introduced us to the
wonders and excitement of politics.
Williamsburg,VA, and Davis, CA, June 2005

