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For Sarah and Brian

I think that tradition is not to be scoffed at, but let me say this very
candidly: I think it is the ‹nal arrogance to talk constantly about the
religious tradition in this country and equate it with this Bible.
Sure, religious tradition. Whose religious tradition? It isn’t any part
of the religious tradition of a substantial number of Americans. . . .
And it’s just, to me, a little bit easy and I say arrogant to keep talking about our religious tradition. It suggests that the public schools,
at least of Pennsylvania, are a kind of Protestant institution to
which others are cordially invited.
—Henry W. Sawyer III, argument before the
U.S. Supreme Court, February 28, 1963
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